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NEWSLETTER 
 
 

Happy New Year  
 
 
Dear Membership, 
 
This will be my final communiqué. The final letter from this particular desk. After four years, I am 
stepping away from the presidency of The NRCA. It's been an incredible four years. An adventure 
filled with exhibits, symposiums, concerts, lectures, plays, public art, fundraisers, networking, 
collaboration and of course, meetings, meetings, meetings. 
It's been said, -if you want something, write it down. Once on paper it will cease being a dream and 
become a goal-. I came into office with a long agenda and for the last four years I've carried a slip of 
paper in my wallet which read: "NRCA - proactive - collaboration - umbrella org."  These goals were 
all met with the help of  many amazing people. Aaron Sorkin wrote: "If you're dumb, surround yourself 
with smart people. If you're smart, surround yourself with smart people who are willing to disagree 
with you." We were usually all in agreement but on those occasions when we weren't, I'd always try to 
get out of the way and let the organization run. Happily, that usually seemed to be the appropriate, if 
not best, course of action. I'd love to thank everyone I've worked with over the past four years by 
name but to do so would be to fill this entire newsletter. Suffice it to simply say, thank you, one and all.  
While I'm stepping away from all administrative duties I'll still remain active on the board. I'll serve on 
the programming committee and act as immediate past president for the executive committee. I have 
no doubt that the NRCA will move forward and continue to grow in size and scope.  This is as it 
should be. Now, however, it's time for me to move on to my next project.  
As you know, New Rochelle has long needed an affordable performance art venue. Coupled with my 
own organization, The Moonlight Theatre, I want to create a producing theatre here in New Rochelle. 
A common space we can share, create and grow in. Together with City Council and private concerns, 
I will work toward this end.  
 
A Herculean task no doubt. Some may even say, impossible, but today, I've placed a new slip of 
paper in my wallet.  
 
It reads simply: "A theatre."   
 
Excelsior!  
Christopher Arena 
 
Shortly to become the - 
Immediate Past President of 
The New Rochelle 
Council on the Arts  

 
 
 



 
 

LOOKING BACK  
 

 
New Rochelle witnessed its first weekend Arts Fest on October 17th and 18th.  Spearheaded by NRCA, the Arts 
Fest was designed to create excitement and dialogue amongst participants and to reinforce community spirit. 
The City came alive when more than 17 venues opened their doors with exhibits, music, activities, and an 
opportunity to really experience the depth of the arts available in our city. Participating venues included the New 
Rochelle Public Library, the Museum of Arts & Culture and the Linda Kelly Theatre, The College of New 
Rochelle’s Castle Gallery and Mooney Center Gallery, Iona College Council of the Arts, Media Loft, the BID 
Gallery 542, the BID Artist Spaces, Knickerbocker Lofts, the Poets Corner, the Huguenot Children’s Library, 
Trinity St. Paul, the Church of St. Gabriel, the Dance Connection, AOC Wines and many others.  
 
The Fest was sponsored by New Rochelle Council on the Arts, the City of New Rochelle, The College of New 
Rochelle, The New Rochelle Downtown Business Improvement District, and the Friends of the New Rochelle 
Public Library.  Additional funds were provided by Westchester County Legislative Grants and ArtsWestchester. 
 

                       
 
 

                 
 

Jazz on the corner ** The wonder of an exhibit at the MAC ** A jam session at Trinity Church** 
A gathering at Poets Corner **   An intimate experience with original art 

 
Look forward to a repeat performance in September o f 2010! 

 
Committees will be forming in January.  Please email members@newrochellearts.org if you would like 

to join the Council in creating this wonderful weekend event. 
 



 
 

 
 
 

Following the Arts Fest, October 24th witnessed the Dining for the Arts Gala Fundraiser for the Council 
on the Arts.  Twelve elegant dinner parties were held in private homes throughout New Rochelle.  
 

It’s Greek To Me:  Rhonda and Bernie Abramowitz & Alisa and Teddy Kesten 
Medici Morsels: Dinner in Hand, Candida Canfield and Amy Bach 

Way Down Yonder in New Ro-leans Angelique and James Francis, Alvin and Gwen Clayton, Kymberly and Michael Graves 
(Van) Goghing to Dinner:  Lynn and Steven Green 

La Dolce Vita: Theresa Kump Leghorn and Tom Leghorn, Fiorella and Guido Corso 
Jimmy Buffet: A Margaritaville “Perpetual Summer” Buffet: Chris Selin and Jeffrey Endervelt 

Blame It On The Bossa Nova: Quay and Frank Watkins , Arlen Gargagliano 
Frida’s Fantastica Fiesta:  Judith Weber and Nancy Egol Nikkal 
Middle Eastern Marvels: Beth Willensky and Herbert Feuerstein 

Passage to India: Ellen and Steve Sonet, Barbara Davis and Steven Papas 
Ragtime: Andrea and Peter Rothberg 

The Jazz Age in Paris: Sharon and Mark Grotevant 
 

The parties were followed by a gathering of all at the Westchester Country Club to enjoy an array of 
magnificent desserts, champagne, coffee and a “little light music”.  A grand time was had by all !!!!! 
 
 
 

           
 

  
 

 
           

A special thank- you for all who generously opened their homes and were hosts for this 
wonderful evening.  You and all the attendees made it possible for NRCA to have a successful 
fundraising event which will help to create opportu nities for Arts Programs to thrive in 2010! 
 
 



 
 

Our last event for 2009 was our Annual Member’s Par ty with the Big Apple Playback Theatre  
along with  the amazing  view from the Top of the R oc, Avalon East 

 
 

 
 
 
“Playback Theatre is an improvisational, interactive theatre form that uses stories from the audience as its 
source material.  Life stories are told, cast, and enacted on the spot by a team of actors, dancers and a 
musician.  Their mission is to invite dialogue, build community, and create compelling dance theatre.  Using 
theatrical ingenuity and compassionate listening, the BAPT players will illuminate moments in your life with 
humor, cunning, and grace.”    Members of NRCA shared their stories and the troupe brought them to life.  
 

Light, and delicious, refreshments were provided by Dinner in Hand, and champagne punch was creatively 
constructed by Dianne Flagello which contributed to the good humor experienced by all for the entire evening.   

 
A great ending to a productive and exciting year fo r the New Rochelle Council on the Arts! 

 
 

LOOKING FORWARD  
 

APPLY NOW!  
 
 

 
 

CALL FOR ENTRIES FOR ALL ARTISTS 
 

This year’s exhibition at Lumen Winter Gallery at the New Rochelle Public Library will be a competition opens to 
all artists whose work reflects a sense of the future: science fiction or fantasy.    
The jurors are:    Charles Fazzino - Internationally renowned, 3D pop artist, Mr. Fazzino's name has been 
synonymous with bright, whimsical, and detailed 3D pop art for more than thirty years. 
  Katrina Rhein - A mixed media artist and Director of The College of New Rochelle’s three art 
galleries (The Castle, Mooney Center, and Gordon Parks Galleries.) Ms. Rhein received her M.F.A. from 
Queens College, and has shown throughout the United States. 
  David Tobey - Painter, Sculptor, Musician, Mr. Tobey' holds an M.F.A from The College of New 
Rochelle and has been exhibited in many regional galleries. 
 
 For more information go  to www.newrochellearts.org to download entry form and prospectus. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Studio Series 
 

Thursday, January 21, 2010, 7pm 
Ted Morano 

Media Loft / 4A 
50 Webster Ave. 

New Rochelle, NY 10801 
 

Free event for NRCA members******RSVP by January 15 at members@newrochellearts.org 
 

 
 
 This presentation will focus on the vibrant tradition of the music of North India. After a brief introduction to the 
history and development of the music and instruments, Ted will use audio and video clips and live 
demonstration on several Indian musical instruments, to provide listeners with a good basic understanding of 
this highly developed and exciting musical art form. 
 
Ted Morano began learning the sitar from the late Vasant Rai in New York in 1980. He holds a BFA and MFA in 
North Indian Classical Music from the California Institute of the Arts. He regularly hosts Indian music concerts by 
visiting musicians from India at Media Loft in New Rochelle. 
 

Utopioptix 
Science Fiction/Fantasy Art Exhibition 

Reception 
Saturday, March 6, 2010  

5:30 pm 
New Rochelle Public Library 

 
As part of its Science Fiction/Fantasy art exhibition's ancillary programming, 

 The New Rochelle Council on the Arts will present 
 

The Amazing, Interplanetary Adventures of Flash Gor don....and Dale Arden . 
Saturday, March 6, 2010 

12:30  and  2:30 PM. 
Ossie Davis Theatre 

New Rochelle Public Library 
Admission is free. 

 
Director Christopher Arena has adapted a 1930's radio drama into a hilarious children's theatre play designed to 
appeal to children of all ages. "The actors are assembled around a table reading from the script much the way 
actors would normally have performed a radio play." explained Arena. “ Apart from playing it totally straight, the 
actors will throw on hats, wigs and masks to depict different characters. They'll also react to live sound effects 
and fire ray guns at one another."  Kids will enjoy the over-the-top antics on stage while Arena has added just 
enough one-liners, puns and randy humor to keep the accompanying grown-ups interested as well.  
 
Flash Gordon will feature a combination of New York City actors and Westchester veterans and will be 
presented as part of the BID Family Saturdays. 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 

HELP WANTED 
 
 

The New Rochelle Council on the Arts is expanding its website.  Help is needed to keep the content 
current.  We need someone who would be interested in maintaining the calendar and membership 
sections as well as uploading news and documents.  This is a part-time position and can be done 
from your home.  For more information, please contact Judith Weber at jwstudio@optonline.net or 
914-235-9027. 
 
Editor’s Note  
 
As we move into 2010, the Board of Directors is busy putting together the schedule for the 
year’s Arts Programming.  We are looking forward to an exciting year including additional 
Studio Series, Networking evenings, Concerts, Exhibits, Live Performances and Community 
Events.  On the horizon is a Sound Shore Shakespeare Festival, a new and exciting Summer 
Concert Series, Sunday in the Park: Salute to Broadway, our Fall Arts Fest and, of course, 
our Dining for the Arts.  
 
 The Council’s mission is:   

·  To stimulate and encourage the study and presentation of the performing and fine arts 
and the public's interest and participation therein.   

·  To foster and support arts in the community and to serve as a portal to the arts for 
New Rochelle residents and community members.  

·   To create opportunities for the public to encounter and explore art and increase 
access to the arts in New Rochelle. 

 
Now is your opportunity to join us as we get to work.  We invite you to join a committee or 
volunteer to be part of an event.  There is an enormous reward for the efforts we make to 
bring these programs to the community.  Please contact us at members@newrochellearts.org 
and hop on board.  We need you! 
 
And, don’t forget to send your news for inclusion in the newsletter and on the NRCA website--
-one of the advantages of NRCA membership!  Send your news to 
members@nerochellearts.org  so it can be shared with all NRCA members and visitors to the 
website.  This is a great opportunity to communicate!  And, please remember to check the 
Calendar on the NRCA website (www.newrochellearts.org)  for up-to-date listings for all the 
cultural events in the city. 
 
 
Events are made possible through the support and participation of Membership.  We would 
like to thank Transform ( www.gotransform.com), a new Sponsor Level Member, for their 
support. To join go to www.newrochellearts.org and click on membership. 
 
 
 

   2010 Basic Support Grant provided by ArtsWestcheste r    
        
                  2010   Support funding provided b y the City of New Rochelle                
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